MOinutes of the Full Council Meeting
Held at the Westgate-on-Sea Town Council Office

78 St Mildreds Road, Westgate-on-Sea CT8 8RF

on Wednesday 3" June 2026 at 7.00pm

Present:

Clir David Donaldson (Chair)
Clir Clive Veck (Vice-Chair)
Clir Stephen Fenning

Clir Sarah Jarman

Clir Tom King

Clir Mike Livesey

Clir Alice Mulinya

Clir David Wallin

Ms Nabila Yakub (Town Clerk)
Jason Gordon (Community Warden)

7 Members of Public

FC/26/108 Welcome from the Chair
The Chair opened the meeting and welcomed all present.

FC/26/109 Apologies for Absence
Apologies for absence were received from Clir Carr and Clir Evans (Kent County Council).
Absent (no apologies) Clir Scott.

FC/26/110 Members’ Interests
None.

FC/26/111 Public Right to Speak

A resident raised concerns about unemptied bins, fly-tipping and rubbish in the town, urged joint
working with TDC on collections and enforcement, and cautioned against buying more bins without
a comprehensive approach.

A resident requested an update on the toilets at West Bay.

A resident enquired whether two portaloos at West Bay were sufficient.

FC/26/112 Minutes
The minutes of the Annual Council meeting held on 6™ May 2026 were received and approved as an
accurate record, subject to the amendment highlighted by Clir King.

FC/26/113 Bins

The Council RESOLVED to allocate a budget of £2,000 for additional permanent green round waste
bins, with authority delegated to the Town Clerk to purchase and site them subject to any necessary
permissions from Thanet District Council and/or Kent County Council.

FC/26/114 Code of Conduct
The Council RESOLVED to adopt the new standard Code of Conduct from Thanet District Council,
replacing its previous code.

FC/26/115 Calendar of Meetings
The Council RESOLVED to adopt the Calendar of Meetings for the forthcoming civic year.

FC/26/116 Committee Membership
The Council approved the appointment of Clir Veck to the Human Resources Committee and the
appointment of Clir Fenning to the Events, Tourism and Development Committee.

FC/26/117 Finance and Annual Governance and Accountability Return g()
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a. The Statement of Internal Controls for the year ended 31.03.2026 was considered and
approved.

b. The Audit Report by Mr Roger Taylor was received and noted.

¢. The Annual Internal Audit Report 2025/26 (p.3) was received and noted.

d. The Annual Governance Statement 2025/26 (Section 1, p.4) for the year ended 31.03.2026 was
received and noted.

e. The Accounting Statements 2025/26 (Section 2, p. 5) for the year ended 31.03.2026 were
considered and approved.

f.  The restatement of Box 3 in relation to the 2024/25 Accounting Statement was noted {Section
2,p.5).

g. The year end bank reconciliation as of 31.03.2026 was received and approved.

h. Confirmation was received that the dates set for the Exercise of Public Rights are from Tuesday
9" June to Monday 20" July 2026.

FCi26/118 Councillors’ Reports

Cllr Donaldson reported taking part in a “Walk and Talk” with Kent Police, during which local issues
were discussed.

Clir Donaldson also reported that a £20,000 “Pride in Place” funding application is being prepared,
primarily to support repairs to the Lymington Road recreation ground, and that a meeting with Thanet
District Council is scheduled ahead of the submission deadline of 19 June.

Clir King reported that the Community Centre Christmas tree has still not been planted.

Clir King noted the loss of Barclays income and urged the Council to prioritise developing new
income streams (such as concessions, kiosks or events), offering to research options and report
back.

Clir Veck asked for an update on progress with both the existing playground and the proposed new
playground. Clir Donaldson explained that a working party has been set up for the new playground,
has already met, and is meeting again shortly with TDC'’s specialist to move the project forward. For
the existing playground, Clir Donaldson confirmed that work on the tender is progressing.

FC/26/119 County and Thanet District Councillors’ Reports

KCC Clir Evans’ written report highlighted the creation of a Kent Water Resilience Partnership to
tackle water and sewage issues, an upcoming countywide fly-tipping conference, and investment in
libraries including a new Folkestone library and recent refurbishments {including Cliftonville). He also
reported that repairs to the A299 are due to start in early June following lobbying, and that KCC has
agreed to begin full council meetings with the Lord’s Prayer and end them with the national anthem.

FC/26/120 Reports from Steven England, Beat Officer for Westgate and Birchington, and/or
Jason Gordon, Community Warden

Community Warden Jason Gordon reported continued support work in Westgate and Birchington,
including weekly involvement in loca!l church activities, assisting vulnerable residents (with TDC’s
RISE team and Kent Police), and joint work on anti-social behaviour. He also attended the recent
ASB meeting and the well-attended evening “Walk and Talk” with Kent Police and councillors to
gather residents’ concerns and ideas.

FC/26/121 Clerk’s Correspondence
The Clerk reported that work is underway to organise the “Picnic in the Park” on Saturday 18" July.

FC/26/122 Date of Next Meeting:
Wednesday 15" July 2026, 7pm.

FC/26/123 Exclusion of the Public and Press

The Council was requested to pass a resolution to exclude Press and Public from the
remainder of the meeting pursuant to section 1(2) of the Public Bodies (Admission to Meeting
Act) 1960. Because of the confidential nature of the business to be transacted, the public and
the press may be asked to leave the meeting during consideration of the following items:

To consider confidential staffing matters.
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