Minutes of the Planning, Highways and Environment Committee Meeting
Held at the Westgate-on-Sea Town Council Office

78 St Mildreds Road, Westgate-on-Sea CT8 8RF

on Wednesday 29" July 2026 at 6pm

Present:

CliIr Clive Veck (Chair)

Clir David Wallin (Vice-Chair)
Clir Donna Carr

Clir David Donaldson

Clir Tom King

Ms Nabila Yakub — Town Clerk

PHE/26/64 Welcome from the Chair
Clir Veck welcomed those present.

PHE/26/65 Apologies for Absence
None.

PHE/26/66 Members’ Interests
Clir Carr reported being a Trustee of the Powell-Cotton Museum, which may be affected by the North
Thanet Link Road.

PHE/26/67 Minutes
The Committee reviewed the minutes of the meeting held on 1% July 2026 and resolved to accept
them as a true record.

PHE/26/68 Public Participation Session
None.

PHE/26/69 Chair’s Correspondence

The Chair had no correspondence to report, but the Clerk was invited to provide an update on the
Article 13 notice for the proposed Finns development. The Clerk reported that an Article 13 notice
has been posted at the entrance to the footpath by the proposed Finns development off Allen Avenue:
this is not a planning application but a statutory step to identify the landowner, as Finns do not know
who owns the footpath. Jane Scott has confirmed she will notify the council once the actual planning
application is submitted (expected in August) and has suggested holding a public meeting for
residents. Members agreed that the matter would be considered once a formal application is
received.

PHE/26/70 North Thanet Link (NTL) Planning Application KCC/TH/0088/2026

Members noted that KCC'’s planning application proposes a new road from a roundabout south of
Birchington, running east, north of Acol to connect with Shottendane Road and on towards Coffin
Corner, with around 206 supporting documents. The Chair reported it appears to be a standard
two-way road (not dual carriageway), with widening focused on sections near Birchington and
Shottendane Road, but not on Garlinge High Street or Minster Road. Members discussed the poor
condition and narrowness of the existing route and generally supported the principle of an improved
road, while raising concerns about loss of farmland, the decision not to widen certain existing roads,
and the implications for Nash Road and local traffic and trade in Westgate.

PHE/26/71 Westgate-on-Sea Neighbourhood Development Plan 2022 - 2040

Members reviewed Chapters 1-9 of the Development Plan and agreed that, while largely sound, it
needs updating to make it more contemporary (e.g. correcting outdated references, updating census
statistics and links, and reflecting current initiatives such as Blooming Westgate). It was noted that
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a Word version of the document will be created so amendments can be made with track changes,
and members will send their comments on the first 19 pages to the Chair for incorporation. There
was a wider discussion about the limits of the Neighbourhood Plan’s power alongside the District
Local Plan, with concerns that housing numbers are nationally driven; however, members agreed
the Neighbourhood Plan still has value in influencing the type and quality of development (e.g.
housing mix, green spaces, sustainability measures and Section 106/CIL benefits) and should
therefore be completed and refreshed. For the next meeting, members were asked to read and
comment on chapters 10-14.

PHE/26/72 Thanet District Council Planning Applications
None.

PHE/26/73 Date of Next Meeting
Wednesday 2™ September 2026
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