Minutes of the Finance and General Purposes Committee Meeting
Held at the Westgate-on-Sea Town Council Office

78 St Mildreds Road, Westgate-on-Sea CT8 8RF

on Wednesday 30" April 2025 at 7.00pm

Present

Clir Clive Veck (Chair)

Clir David Wallin

Clir David Donaldson

ClIr Stephen Fenning

CliIr Tom King

Ms Nabila Yakub — Town Clerk
2 Member of Public

F&GP/25/12 Welcome from the Chair

Cllr Veck opened the meeting by informing the Committee that the Internal Audit would take
place on the 9" of May. Cllr Veck had checked balances as of the 31%t of March, which amounted
to £67,000, in a combination of the Council's current account and deposit account. The first
instalment of the precept had arrived in April, which includes half of the extra £40,000 allocated
towards the Library. Clir Veck still had not received a response from KCC and was not expecting
to receive one shortly given the upcoming elections. Adding therefore the allocated £40,000 to
the balance of £67,000 provides a reserve of approximately £137,000. Clir Veck noted that a
part of these funds had been earmarked for the new play area, while repairs to the old play area
remains an issue to be discussed.

F&GP/25/13 Apologies for Absence
None.

F&GP/25/14 Members’ Interests
None.

F&GP/25/15 Minutes
The minutes of the meeting held on 26" February 2025 were received and approved as an
accurate record.

F&GP/25/16 Lymington Road Playground

The Clerk presented two quotes from play area repair providers, ranging between £30,000-
£42,000 for various repair levels. The Committee agreed in principle to allocate approximately
£40,000 for repairs from reserve funds, subject to Full Council ratification, and recommended
obtaining a third quote.

F&GP/25/17 New Play Area

The Committee reviewed four supplier quotes for the new play area. After significant
discussion, it was decided to conduct a public consultation covering two potential locations:
Ethelbert Square and Sea Road. A member of the public strongly advocated for involving
families and children in the consultation process. The proposed consultation methods included
Facebook posts, posters, open days at the Town Council office, leaflets and a possible
magazine article. Clir King however maintained that the planning application was sufficient in

1/2 Initialled %’L"\/




that it would serve as consultation in and of itself. After further discussion, Clir King left the
meeting.

F&GP/25/18 Sound Systemn for Meeting Room

The Clerk proposed the purchase of a new audio equipment system for the meeting room to
improve sound quality. The system, costing £550, would include Bluetooth connectivity and
multiple speakers. The Committee unanimously approved the purchase, recognising the need
for better communication during council meetings.

F&GP/25/19 Public Participation Session

A local resident emphasized the importance of the playground project consultation process
and of engaging young families through diverse communication channels. Her key
recommendations included distributing information through local magazines, leafleting,
consulting schools, and creating an inclusive selection process for playground equipment. The
resident argued that effective consultation does not take away from Council decision-making
but demonstrates the Council's commitment to community needs and can pre-empt potential
objections.

F&GP/25/20 Any Other Business
Clir Veck reminded the Committee that the Internal Audit would take place on the 9" of May.

F&GP/25/21 Date of Next Meeting
To Be Decided.

Signed: %&;—M

Date: 30\“1\"2&:?2_5

212 Initialled




