Minutes of the Events, Tourism and Development Committee Meeting
Held at the Westgate-on-Sea Town Council Office

78 St Mildreds Road, Westgate-on-Sea CT8 8RF

on Wednesday 20™ May 2026 at 7pm

Present

ClIr Mike Livesey (Chair)

Clir David Donaldson

Clir David Wallin

Ms Ana Jagelo — Administration Officer

Ms Emma Dublin — Community Engagement and Social Media Consultant
Ms Simone Breugem, Chair, Westgate-on-Sea Heritage Centre

3 Members of Public

ETD/26/54 Welcome from the Chair
Clir Livesey welcomed all present.

ETD/26/55 Election of Committee Chair for 2026-2027
CliIr Livesey was elected Chair of the Committee for 2026-2027.

ETD/26/56 Election of Committee Vice-Chair for 2026-2027
Clir Mulinya was elected Vice-Chair of the Committee for 2026-2027.

ETD/26/57 Apologies for Absence
Apologies were received from Cllr Mulinya and Clir Jarman.

ETD/26/58 Members’ Interests
None.

ETD/26/59 Public Right to Speak

Simone Breugem of the Westgate-on-Sea Heritage Centre outlined proposals for Heritage
Open Days in September, suggesting participation on Saturdays 12" and 19™. They explained
that activities would put Westgate on the map and promote the Westgate Heritage Centre,
with the aim of doing the event well this year and building it into an annual programme.
Planned activities include talks on topics such as the art of cinema and life in Victorian times,
with a confirmed speaker on the Carlton Cinema for the 19", ideally to be held in the cinema
itself, and efforts to involve young people such as Scouts and other local groups. Venues for
talks and displays about local life in former times are still being identified, and options for
extras such as catering (for example an ice cream van) are being considered. Ms Breugem
noted that leaflets and posters will be needed to promote the events, that Westgate Town
Council has been asked to fund the leaflets as the Heritage Centre cannot cover this cost, and
that at least one speaker has requested a fee, which is acceptable and can be accommodated
within the plans.

A resident reported that local traders are interested in supporting Heritage Open Days through
catering and a shop-focused historical walk and has arranged a meeting at the Heritage
Centre but does not wish to lead the project. They highlighted an upcoming Galleria exhibition,
“Tides of Time: Past, Present, and Future,” aimed at drawing more visitors into Westgate. The
resident also raised concerns about delays to reopening the West Bay toilets and noted that
public pressure has been needed elsewhere to resolve issues like bins. In relation to weed
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spraying near wildflower planters, they reported that the operative was a third-party contractor
and questioned the lack of prior notification.

Ms Dublin suggested a pancake exhibition at the Council Offices for Heritage Open Days,
using historic pancake-race photographs.

Cllr Carr suggested that a campaign be developed in response to ongoing concerns about
bins, rubbish and dog fouling. They explained they are in the early stages of drafting ideas to
stimulate discussion and involve residents who are keen to tackle the issue, and asked
whether it would be more appropriate to bring the proposal first to this committee or directly to
Full Council; the Chair advised that it should go to Full Council, with Clir Carr suggested as a
potential lead.

ETD/26/60 Minutes
The minutes of the meeting held on 22™ April 2026 were received and approved as an accurate
record.

ETD/26/61 “Skateboarding Past, Present and Future”

The Committee received a presentation from Sarah Wyld on the “Skateboarding Past, Present
and Future” exhibition and agreed in principle to display it temporarily in the council chamber
(likely for 4-6 weeks in July), subject to officers confirming a suitable location and
arrangements, while Sarah Wyld also continues to explore a display at the Community Centre
near the skate park.

ETD/26/62 Picnic in the Park

Ana Jagelo, Administration Officer, reported that preparations for Picnic in the Park are well
underway: Thanet District Council has confirmed use of the land and payment has been made;
two face painters and a Punch and Judy show are booked; and options are being explored for
hair braiders, football activities, a bubble machine, music/DJ and children’s arts and crafts
linked to themes like wildftowers and bees. She confirmed first aid cover is arranged and
proposed an information table on current council projects (such as the skate park, new
playground and Blooming Westgate), which will require Councillor volunteers to staff.

ETD/26/63 Blooming Westgate

Clir Livesey reported that all ordered wildflower plants for Blooming Westgate have arrived
and been planted in town planters, with more to be planted at the War Memorial on Saturday
and highlighted the need for careful watering and maintenance during an expected hot, dry
spell. He raised concerns about a weed-spraying contractor operating near the new planting,
having tried to limit any damage by drenching the plants, and stressed wider risks to
biodiversity, dogs and people; a meeting will be arranged with Council Operatives to agree a
clear watering regime, and he noted that the project has already prompted Thanet District
Council and Kent County Council to consider more biodiversity-friendly planting and mowing
practices.

ETD/26/64 Annual Coat Donation Point
The Committee reviewed the previous year’s coat donation point and agreed it had been
successful, particularly with a greater emphasis on donations rather than swapping, which
worked well. Members expressed support for participating again on the same basis, confirming
in principle that the coat donation point should be run this year with a continued focus on
receiving and redistributing donated coats.

ETD/26/65 Remembrance Sunday

Clir Livesey reaffirmed the importance of Remembrance Sunday and the town’s intention to
mark it in the usual way, noting the need to secure sufficient volunteers, particularly for traffic
management. Ana advised that some poppy decorations from the earlier “Paint the Town Red”
project now require repair or replacement, and that officers will approach the local sewing
group for help, with a wider volunteer appeal if needed so decorations are ready in good time.
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ETD/26/66 Heritage Open Days

Clir Livesey thanked Simone and the Heritage Centre for driving forward plans for Heritage
Open Days and proposed that the Town Council support at least one event this year,
collaborating closely with the Centre to establish Westgate's ongoing participation. He
suggested that any Carlion-based event should, where possible, include the wider building
and its war-related history, noted that speakers are already available on topics such as World
War Il and the history of the Cariton Ginema, encouraged ideas including everyday-history
exhibits and more interactive elements to attract younger people, and confirmed that he and
the Council's other Heritage Centre representative will continue discussions with the Centre
and Thanet District Council and report back as the programme is finalised.

ETD/26/67 Councillor Reports
None.

ETD/26/68 Date of Next Meeting
To Be Confirmed.
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