Minutes of the Local Transport Committee Meeting
Held at the Westgate-on-Sea Town Council Office

78 St Mildreds Road, Westgate-on-Sea CT8 8RF

on Wednesday 30" July 2025 at 5.30pm

Present

Clir Tom King (Chair)

Clir David Donaldson

Clir David Wallin

Ms Nabila Yakub — Town Clerk
3 Members of Public

LT/25/01 Apologies for Absence
No apologies were received from Cllir Thomason.

LT/25/02 Members’ Interests

ClIr King declared an interest as a member of the union Unite the Union and transport committee
member.

ClIr Donaldson declared that he was also a member of Unite the Union.

LT/25/03 35 Bus Service

Clir King explained that the 35 bus used to run hourly and was essential for residents of
Lymington Road and Mountfield Way, particularly elderly and less mobile people. The service is
operated by Regency Coaches, not Stagecoach, and therefore was not originally part of the
Stagecoach bus review that led to the withdrawal of other services such as the 37 to Broadstairs.
After that review, Kent County Council extended the 35 to cover the former 37 route to
Broadstairs but, in doing so, reduced it to a two-hourly service. He stated that KCC should have
carried out an equality impact assessment under their own policies but did not do so, despite
repeated letters from the Town Council. ClIr King noted that £1,000 has been set aside in the
budget to seek legal advice from a specialist local government law firm on whether KCC acted
lawfully and whether there are grounds to challenge the change to the 35 timetable, and
undertook to make initial contact with the firm to obtain preliminary advice.

LT/25/04 Westgate Bay Avenue

Members considered complaints about dangerous speeding on Westgate Bay Avenue and
nearby roads, with residents reporting noise, damage to vehicles and serious concerns for
pedestrian safety. It was noted that Kent County Council, as highways authority, has limited
resources and tends to act only after serious collisions, and that the Town Council has no
enforcement powers. Speed Watch was discussed and generally regarded as carrying little
legal weight. The Committee agreed that the concerns raised would be recorded and fed into
the Highways Improvement Plan and ongoing representations to KCC and the police seeking
practical speed-reduction and enforcement measures.

LT/25/05 Highway Improvement Plan Meeting

Clir Donaldson updated the Committee on the recent Highways Improvement Plan (HIP)
meeting with Kent County Council. The Town Council’'s HIP has been submitted and
discussed; KCC will now assess the listed locations and are expected to take forward only a
small number of schemes based on need, effectiveness and available funding. Members
noted some frustration that much of the discussion centred on limited resources but accepted
that this represents the furthest progress on highway issues for several years.
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LT/25/06 Public Participation Session

A resident of Westgate Bay Avenue addressed the Committee to describe serious problems
with speeding between Westbrook and Westgate, including dangerous driving, excessive
noise, damage to parked cars and animals being killed, and she warned that a fatality is likely
if nothing is done. The resident expressed frustration at the lack of effective action from Kent
County Council and the police, questioned why the speed limit is not enforced, suggested
exploring a neighbourhood effort to fund a speed camera, and offered to help rally other
residents to support a local road safety campaign.

LT/25/07 Terms of Reference

Members considered the terms of reference for the Local Transport Committee and agreed
that they should be updated from the previous sub-committee version. The Chair will work
with the Town Clerk to revise the document and bring a updated draft to Full Council for
approval.

LT/25/08 Date of Next Meeting
To Be Decided.

Signed:

Date:
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